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Following an extraordinary
forty-year tenure, Anne
Rieselbach will transition out
of her role at The Architectural
League of New York this June.
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NEW YORK, NY, February 23, 2026 —The Architectural League of New York announced today
that Anne Rieselbach will soon conclude her extraordinary 40-year tenure with the League,
departing from her current role of program and membership director at the close of this spring’s
program season. Acknowledging her commitment and dedication, the Board and Staff are grateful
that Rieselbach will continue to remain involved in an advisory capacity.

Since joining the League in 1986, Rieselbach has developed and shepherded many of its most
important programs, playing a central role in building and nurturing the multigenerational,
multidisciplinary community of students and practitioners the organization holds dear. She has
worked deftly across formats —from exhibitions and installations to workshops and competitions,
lectures and roundtables—always with an eye toward celebrating and supporting architecture and
design’s most dynamic voices. In her own words:

A particularly fulfilling activity at the League has been identifying and fostering the efforts of
generations of young and emerging architects and firms to develop their unique voices, share
their realized work, as well the lessons learned from the research and design processes that
undergird their practices as a whole.

The programs that are supported by the League’s “Next Generation Fund” have been special areas
of focus for Rieselbach, and have been profoundly impacted by her involvement. These include the
ever-growing Mentorship Program, the annual Student Program, and the League’s most well-known
initiatives: the Emerging Voices and League Prize (formerly “Young Architects Forum”) competitions.
Her decades of thoughtful outreach, framing, and encouragement have shaped these programs
into what they are today: emblematic pillars of the League’s work in building community and advancing
the shared work of the allied fields.

Said Nat Oppenheimer, president of the League,

Anne did more than almost anyone to help define an entire generation of inspirational voices in the
architectural community and the allied fields. When one looks back over the past 40 years of the
programs that Anne led, one clearly sees the evolution of design in this period.

And according to Jacob R. Moore, the League’s executive director,

Since joining the League in 2023, | have been inspired by Anne’s dedication to the students and
practitioners that form the backbone of our community. Her bounding wit and energy are matched
by her sustained commitment to doing everything she can to create opportunities for experimentation
and growth in our shared fields.


https://archleague.org/project/next-generation-fund/
https://archleague.org/mentorship/
https://archleague.org/the-student-program/
https://archleague.org/emerging-voices/
https://archleague.org/the-architectural-league-prize/
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But Billie Tsien, past president, early League Prize recipient, and frequent juror, said it best:

Anne Rieselbach is a magician. She is the possessor of a generous and discerning eye. In her work
at the League, she has brought forward hundreds of architects and magically helped to make the
careers of many. We are all grateful. We will always be grateful.

In addition to her role at the League, Rieselbach has been active in the greater design community,
serving on the board of directors of Open House New York, the editorial board of The Architect’s
Newspaper, and as a critic and juror for architecture schools, grant review panels, and prize
competitions, including the New York State Council on the Arts, The Marcus Prize, DesigNYC
and the Lyceum Fellowship. In 2019, she was awarded an honorary membership in the New York
Chapter of the AlA, and the American Academy of Arts and Letters honored her with an Arts and
Letters award in Architecture.

The League is grateful that Rieselbach will continue to serve as an advisor in several capacities,
including on the Program Committee and the History Committee, which is advancing arange of
initiatives in the lead-up to the organization’s 150th anniversary in 2031. In the meantime, as events
celebrating her tenure are planned for the spring, the League encourages all those who have been
impacted by her work to join in expressing gratitude for her truly one-of-a-kind contributions to the
broader design community.

The search for anew Program Director will commence this spring.

About The Architectural League of New York

The Architectural League of New York supports critically transformative work in the allied fields that
shape the built environment. As a vital, independent forum, the League stimulates thinking, debate,
and action on today’s converging crises of racism, inequity, and climate change, in service of amore
livable and just world.
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