
THE ARCHITECTURAL 
LEAGUE OF NEW YORI< 
YOUNG ARCHITECTS FORUM: 
IF . .. THEN 

CALL FOR ENTRIES 
Competition Deadline Friday, February 6, 2004 
Entries must be received at the League office by 5 p.m. or 
postmarked {not metered) by th is date. There will be no 
exceptions to this deadline. The League cannot be responsible 
for entries received by mail after the jury date, which wil l 
be approximate ly a week after the deadline. 

Young architects and designers are invited to submit work to 
the annual Young Architects Competit ion. Projects of all types, 
either theoretical or rea l and executed in any medium, are 
welcome. The jury will select work for presentation in public 
forums, an online installation, and an exhibition at the 
Architectural League in May and June, 2004. Winners will 
receive a cash prize of $1000. A poster of the w inning entries 
w il l be published and distr ibuted nationally, as will a cata logue 
of winning work published by the Architectural League and 
Princeton Architectura l Press. The Young Architects Forum is 
an annual competition, series of lectures and exhibition 
organized by the Architectural League and its Young Architects 
Committee. The Forum was established to recognize specific 
works of high quality and to encourage the exchange of ideas 
among young people who might otherwise not have a forum. 
For more information about the Architectural League and work 
by last year's Young Arch itects Forum winners, please visit the 
Architectural league web site, www.archleague.org. 

ELI GIBILITY 
Entrants may submit work done independent ly, or as an 

employee, or as a teacher. Entrants must be ten years or less 
out of graduate or undergraduate school; students are not 
eligible for this competition. Work completed for fulfil lment 
of course requirements at academic institutions is not eligible. 
Past Young A rchitects Forum winners are not eligible. Work 
undertaken as an employee must be accompan ied by a letter 
from a principal in the firm stating that the entrant can 
be given sole credit for the work submitted . The competition 
is open to residents of the United States, Canada, and 
Mexico only. 

THEME 
Recently, the public's imagination has been stimulated by 
amb itio us building and redevelopment proposals wh ich offer a 
rereading of cities and their public institutions. Architecture 
has reemerged as a channel for the hopes and aspirations 
of society to provide symbols of cultural value and spaces for 
cultura l production. These new v isions challenge socia l and 
pol itical assumptions about architectural production and offer 
an opportunity for re-thinking site, program, form, technology, 
and materia ls. Architectura l invention relies on t he present­
ation of a story, or speculative fiction. The projection of what 

will happen, and how it will transform the urban experience is 
often a social fiction that imagines new relationships and social 

structu res. 

Every architectural project, at any scale, is preceded by an 
act of imagination, an architectural fict ion that speculates on 
future events in a space that does not yet exist. This fiction 
starts with program and site and it drives project development 
by translat ing ideas into built fo rm. How do we anticipate 
the results? ls it possible fo r our speculations to prompt certain 
effects or is architecture a product of its own social fiction? 
What effects do our speculations generate? What are the 
relationships between broader social conditions and our 

individual fict ions, between fict ion and construction? What 
possibil ities can architecture present with in the framework of 
the built environment in writing these social fictions? 

SUBMISSIO N REQUIREMENT S 
The competition theme is given as a basis fo r young architects 

and designers to reflect upon and reevaluate their work. A 
written statement not to exceed 250 words is requested, which 

defines and considers the work. 

A single portfo li o, which may inc lude several projects, must 
be submitted in a binder no larger than 11" x 14" The binder 
may not conta in more than thirty double sided pages. 
CDs, models, slides, and transparencies will not be accepted. 
Entries must be received at the League office by 5 p.m. Friday, 
February 6, 2004 or postmarked {not metered) by that date. 

ENTRY FEE 
Each entrant must submit an entry fee of $20. 

ENTRY FORMS 
Each submission must include an entry form. Insert form, 
intact, into an unsealed envelope attached to the inside 
back cover of the submission. To ma intain anonymity, no 
identification of the entrant may appear on any part of the 
submission, except on the entry form and return envelope 
(see below). 

PORTFOLIO RETURN 
Portfolios wi l l be returned by mail only if a self-addressed 
envelope with postage is a lso enclosed. The Architectura l 
League assumes no liability for original drawings. The League 

wi l l take every precaution to return submissions intact, but 
can assume no responsibility for loss or damage. 

SELECTION 
Winning entrants will be notified by late February 2004. 

JURY 
Preston Scott Cohen 
Cynthia Davidson 
Michael Maltzan 
Wendy Evans Joseph 
and the Young Arch itects Committee 

Stella Betts 
Makram El-Kadi 

Eric L iftin 

ARCHITECTURAL LEAGUE 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
Anne Rieselbach 

SPONSORS 
LEF Foundation 
Artemide, Inc. 
Hunter Douglas Window Fashions 
A.E. Greyson & Company 
Dornbracht 
Tischler und Sohn 

THEN 

League programs are made possible, in part, by public funds 
from the New York State Council on the Arts, a State Agency, 
and the National Endowment for the Arts . Major support 
for League programs is prov ided by the Lily Auchincloss 
Foundat ion; B Five Studio; the Graham Foundation; Wendy 
Evans Joseph; Salvatore LaRosa; Dorothea L. Leonhardt Fund, 
Communities Foundat ion of Texas; USM Modular Furn iture; 
Vinmont Foundation; and the Jamison Williams Foundation. 

Programs are also made possible by the League Circ le: 
1100 Architect; B Five Studio; Amanda Burden; Curran 
Architects & Planners; Designtech Associates; Roger 
Ferris + Partners; Fisher Marantz Stone Inc.; Fox & Fowle; 
Gensler; Alexander Gorlin Arch itect; Hardy Holzman Pfeiffer 
Associates; Ike Kligerman Bark ley Arch itects; Wendy Evans 
Joseph Architects; R.M. l( liment & Frances Halsband Architects; 
Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates; Ove Arup and Partners 
Consulting Engineers PC; Pei Cobb Freed & Partners; Polshek 
Partnership; Leslie E. Robertson Associates; Selldorf Archit ects; 
Skidmore, Owings & Merril l; Robert A.M. Stern Architects; 
Tsao & Mcl<own Architects; Rafael Vir'ioly Architects, and 

Alan Wanzenberg Arch itect. 

CREDITS 
Design: Pentagram Design 
Printing: Combine Graphics Corp. 
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