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Organized around a yearly 
theme, The Architectural 
League Prize for Young 
Architects + Designers is a 
juried portfolio competition for  
early-career practitioners 
based in North America. Open 
to architects and designers ten 
years or less out of a bachelor’s 
or master’s degree program, 
the competition recognizes six 
talented practices each spring. 
The winners present their work 
to the public through a lecture 
series, exhibition, and collection 
of interviews and profiles on  
the League’s website.

The 2024 competition theme, 
“Dirty,” asked entrants to “look 
beyond their presentations of 
professionalism, respectability, 
and expertise:” 

Dirt is matter: it is the soil,  
the ground, and the earth.  
But when dirt makes things 
dirty, they become unclean.  
To be dirty is not only a physical 
state of being; it is a moral 
position, as “dirty” subjects are 
understood to be vulgar, illicit, 
unpleasant, and improper.  
If cleanliness is next to 
godliness, dirtiness is debased. 
[...] We prompt designers to 
expose the forces that shape 
design practice, projects, 
modes of representation, and 
communication. It’s time to dish 
the dirt… How do you reject 
sanitized ways of working 
with built, natural, and political 
environments? Show us your 
dirty ways and dirty things.

The online exhibition launching 
June 11 on archleague.org 
features original work by the 
League Prize winners, who have 
created installations either onsite 
in their respective locations or 
in entirely digital formats.

Funding
The Architectural League Prize 
is supported, in part, by public 
funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs,  
in partnership with the City  
Council. Support is also provided 
by the Next Generation Fund,  
an alumni fund of The Architectural 
League’s Emerging Voices and  
Architectural League Prize programs,  
and the J. Clawson Mills Fund of 
The Architectural League.
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